
 

Tuesday February 14, 2017 3:30pm Board Room of Port of Grays Harbor 
111 S. Wooding-Aberdeen WA 

 
1) Routine Business-Casey 
A) Attendance:  MRC members in attendance:  Al Carter, RD Grunbaum, Casey Dennehy, Kyle 

Deerkop, Kevin Decker, Garrett Dalan, Amy Spoon, Joe Schumacker, Mark Plackett, Shad Kearse, 
Katina Gamleah, Lorena Maurer.  MRC Staff: Kristina Hollatz. Excused MRC members: Al Smith 
and Robin Leraas.  Guest: Trina Bayard with Audubon WA 

B) Summary review and approval January:  Correction to January summary Lorena Maurer is to be 
added to the excused members list and two grammatical errors corrected.   Garrett moved to 
approve the amended summary and Mark seconded it.   

C) Acceptance of Vice-Chair nomination:  Lorena asked to move the acceptance of this position 
until after the Education Subcommittee conversation and to remove the subcommittee out of 
the standing items and add it to featured topics.   

D) Guest welcome and introductions:  Trina Bayard with Audubon WA 
 

2) Featured speakers or topic(s)  
A) Review of MRC work plan:   

 The last work plan was updated 2 years ago 
 Add the MRC summit to operations 
 MRC would like to change “dump more work on Garrett” to dump more work on 

Kristina.  Another option to look at would be to hire a coast wide MRC Coordinator and 
build more capacity to help and share thoughts and processes.  This coast wide 
coordinator could work on coast wide projects and seek for and apply for grants.   

 The board would like to look into website expansion and social media networking 
 Develop an outreach flyer describing the MRC. Washington Sea Grant has a few K-12 

educational modules so this would be relatively easy.   
 Ruckelshaus Center might have permanent position to help with Coastal Resiliency and 

part would be to write grants for this.  There is a grant through the Washington Sea 
Grant the maximum allowance is $240,000 over two years.  Kevin will look into this and 
get back to the group.  The only issue would be who the coordinator worked for.  Lorena 
and RD would like to look at the proposal.  Casey will work with Kevin and Doug to look 
this proposal over.   

 Garrett would like to add a fisheries green block strategies for action.  Vision Summit 
Pacific is moving forward with an expansion that will include a wellness center. There 
will be a new kitchen setup with public cooking classes.  The long term goal would be to 
educate people on how good “trash” fish taste.  Longline fishing starts on March 11th 
and Joe would like to see this have a conservation angle because expanding what 
people eat might take some pressure off the high market fish.  20-50% of all by-catch 
goes go fish meal and these fish could have been consumed by humans.  Garrett will 



send out an interesting map that shows how the resources are distributed.   Currently all 
by-catch must be retained and not thrown back.   

 The board is to take a look at the plan and email Kristina with thoughts. 
 

B) Education Subcommittee-  Moved item 
 Lorena gave an update on the subcommittee meeting that was held to brainstorm ideas.  

She was the only MRC Member that was in attendance and she has stalled out because 
she cannot carry the load alone.  She would like to know if anyone would be willing to 
help her plan and carry out the project.    

 Lorena would also like to revamp the board because it is a working board and is 
concerned about how outreach will be carried out.  What direction would the board like 
to go and how will we engage people?  She would like to see a grant project with a 
larger organization, to continue the speaker series and have some type of professional 
development for teachers.   

 Mark feels that he does not have the hours or skills to help with a teacher development 
project but really liked the idea of providing bins of teaching materials for classrooms.  
Joe mentioned he would be willing to speak at a teacher workshop or help with field 
trips and getting the kids out but would need to know well in advance and could not 
commit himself to organizing the workshop itself.  Kyle feels similar to Joe but would 
gear the field trips more towards oysters.  Garrett understands that the board is an 
active board but there isn’t a certain number of hours one needs to commit.  Casey 
would like to structure the meeting better so that the board does not have to meet 
outside of the regular scheduled meetings.  Maybe all subcommittee meetings could 
take place a half hour prior to the scheduled meeting and this would allow for greater 
attendance.   

 All the board members think the speaker series needs to continue and there is wide 
support for field trips but less for professional development.   

 Maybe it would be beneficial to reach out to school districts and see if we can start 
getting teachers to attend the scheduled meetings.   

 
3) Standing Items 

A) WCMAC/MSP: There is a meeting tomorrow February 15th to look over the management 
frame work of MSP.  The draft of the MSP is now out.  Garrett will send out a link and 
feedback needs to happen prior to the next MRC Meeting.   

B) GHC SMP Updates: SEPA register has gone to ecology but unclear if it went to planning 
commission before ecology. The planning committee has their last meeting and it is now out 
of their hands.   

C) MRC Projects and funding 
i) Amanda Gunn has agreed to the conditions set during the January meeting and 

the contract revisions have been sent to WDFW for rewrite.   
ii) Media Resources- Proposal for funding.  To include 4 trainings starting in March 

with reimbursement of $4000.  We could make this available to other MRC 
groups.  150 people will be able to view the presentation and it will be recorded.  
Garrett moves to support funding the project and Mark seconds.  Topics the 
board would like to see featured include, Public Speaking Skill & Presentation, 
Storytelling & Policy Issues, Infographic, Facilitation and Message Development.  
The first presentation is to be in March.   



iii) Lorena Accepts the Vice Chair nomination.   
4) Member Updates: 

 Al- He needs workers for the summer and is looking to hire 100-200 workers from the 
college 

 Kevin is putting out an RFP for Washington Sea Grant Funding.   
 Mark went from one job to four and is working with business resource center 
 Joe- QIN has the nautilus for 8 days at the end of August to September.  6 million clams 

have disappeared from Kalaloch.  It appears that sea otters have harvested them.   
 Shad- Not much to report 
 Katina- Calender for the Aberdeen School District is changing 
 Amy-There is a new regional director for WDFW.  He has stacks of things he needs to 

look at for the MRC.   
 Garrett-Updated earlier 
 RD-New Bill 1136 that would exempt railroads form having spill plans for anything other 

than crude oil.  He feels this is a really crazy piece of legislation.   
 Lorena-Updated earlier 
 Casey-Half Moon Bay, the Army Core of Engineers is to place dredge spoils in Half Moon 

Bay.  100,000 cubic yards at the beneficial use site in April.   
 

5) Next Meeting- March 14 in the small meeting room at the Port of Grays Harbor 
6) Public Comment-  

 Trina- She attended the meeting in order to speak about grant opportunities.   
7) Adjourn at 5:45pm  

   


